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GRAINS of SALT 

Serving as  Advocates  for  the  Lost  and Troubled (SALT)  

 THAILAND — We are 

excited to announce the ad-

dition of the Mae Ka Ta 

Boarding House in Thailand 

to the SALT family. The 

home is a Christian minis-

try started by the local 

church in a village which is 

located on the Thai-Burma 

border.  They provide shel-

ter and schooling for 30 boys 

and girls, as well as care for 

their spiritual development.  

   The Thai-Burma border is 

a major conduit for traffick-

ing of women and children 

in Southeast Asia. Those 

particularly vulnerable are 

orphaned children separated 

from their families and chil-

dren from poor homes. Chil-

dren from ethnic minority 

groups are even more at 

risk. The area is known for 

illicit trade of goods and 

human trafficking.  

   The village elders and the 

church committee talked 

about ways to 

prevent some 

of these influ-

ences in their 

area, and to 

build up their 

community as 

a witness to 

God's right-

e o u s n e s s . 

They decided 

that a board-

ing house for 

at-risk chil-

dren was 

needed and 

began to build 

with a few 

c o m m u n i t y 

donated re-

sources.   

   “The board-

ing house has 

started out 

really well,” 

said Marci 

Haigh, a medical missionary who has helped the church set 

up the home. “There is a great caring staff. The kids are 

happy and the gospel message is being shared with them.”    

SALT ADOPTS NEW MINISTRY 

SPRING 2011 

VIETNAMESE GIRL SEES A NEW WORLD 

VIETNAM — Since birth, 

the world has been a blur for 

Rachen, who lives at Cross-

roads for Children orphan-

age in Vietnam. Her severe 

case of nearsightedness 

went undetected for several 

years, with her condition 

worsening as she grew older. 

But thanks to SALT, Helen 

Keller International, and a 

concerned ophthalmologist, 

Rachen is getting help. 

   During our stay we real-

ized just how difficult every-

day activities were for Ra-

chen. This bright, giggly girl 

who loves to be in the center 

of the fun, had run head-on 

into another child while 

playing, leaving a large 

bump on each child’s fore-

head. Later when the kids 

sat down to use the Crayons 

we had brought for them, we 

saw Rachen, head lowered 

within inches of the paper, 

struggling to see the lines 

she was drawing.  Even get-

ting food into her mouth was 

a challenge.  (CONTINUED ON PAGE 2)  

 

INAUGURAL TEE-OFF TO 

BENEFIT SALT KIDS 

Like to golf? Here’s your 

chance to hit the links 

and touch the life of a 

child in need. SALT is 

hosting its first golf tournament 

on Saturday, Sept. 17 at Pleas-

ant Valley Golf Club in Chantil-

ly, VA. The $129 cost per per-

son, or $495 per team,  includes 

green fees for 18 holes, cart, free 

driving range, dinner banquet, 

two beverage tickets, goody 

bags, awards for 1st, 2nd and 3rd 

place, prizes for closest to the 

pin and longest drive, plus door 

prizes. Company and individual 

sponsorships are also available.  

   For more information, contact 

Steve Barclay, Tournament  

C o o r d i n a t o r ,  a t  

steve.barclay@saltkids.org or  

703-597-5000. Registration 

forms are available online at 

www.saltkids.org. 

PRAYER CORNER  

0ÒÁÉÓÅ 'ÏÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ψ ÇÉÒÌÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÇÈÔ 
ÏÆ (ÏÐÅ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ×ÈÏ ×ÅÒÅ ÂÁÐÔÉÚÅÄ 
-ÁÙ υψȢ 

0ÒÁÙ ÆÏÒ ×ÉÓÄÏÍ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÒÅÇÉÖÅÒÓ 
×ÈÏ  ÎÕÒÔÕÒÅ ÔÈÅÓÅ  ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢ 

0ÒÁÙ ÆÏÒ υϊ-ÙÅÁÒ-ÏÌÄ 'ÉÆÔ  ÆÒÏÍ -ÕÄÚÉȤ

ÎÉ +×ÅÔÕ ×ÈÏ ×ÁÓ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ ÁÓ Á ÄÅÌÅȤ

ÇÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÐÁÒÌÉÁÍÅÎÔȢ  

Jesus said: “Ye are the salt of the earth…” Matt. 5:13 

mailto:steve.barclay@saltkids.org
http://www.saltkids.org/index.htm#UpcomingEvents
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   Within a day, Dr. Tam Mai Dang, who 

is on staff at the Eye Hospital in Ho Chi 

Minh City, emailed SALT stating that 

she would be happy to see Rachen. 

There would be no charge for the exami-

nation, she said, we only had to get her 

there. Easier said than done, we 

thought. It would be a 7-hour trip by 

bus, which meant that Rachen and Khi-

em, who would accompany her, would 

need money for tickets, food and lodging 

for two days.  

   But once again, God provided. All ex-

penses were paid for by a generous 

SALT donor who had also experienced 

eye problems as a child. 

   “When I heard about Rachen I could 

really relate,” said donor Myrla Randall. 

As a child, she too had severe vision 

problems.  “I just knew God was asking 

me to help her.” 

   Rachen was diagnosed with retinal 

degeneration, which means she is likely 

to have retinal breaks, retinal detach-

ment and glaucoma, said Dr. Dang. Al-

so, she has to limit all strenuous activi-

ties because of her fragile retina. 

    Even with her newly prescribed glass-

es, her sight is minimal. But to Rachen, 

it’s a whole new world. 

    “Everything is so big,” she exclaimed to 

Khiem as they headed home. “I can see.” 

    Rachen’s prognosis was not the best 

news. But because Rachen has finally 

received a diagnosis, there is hope. The 

use of large-print materials, training to 

help her adapt to her limited eyesight 

and continued monitoring of her condi-

tion by Dr. Dang will ensure that Rachen 

has a bright future. 

       

 

  “I would like to thank you for helping 

Vietnamese children,” Dr. Dang wrote in 

a recent email to SALT.  “I highly appre-

ciate your work and I also understand 

that your love as well as your kindness 

was far beyond what I thought possible!” 

   “The local doctor had said that there 

was nothing they could do for her,” Khi-

em, the founder of Crossroads told us 

during our last visit. “We have felt so 

bad for her.” 

    As advocates for these children, we 

knew we had to do more. Upon return-

ing home, SALT board members imme-

diately went to work trying to find help 

for little Rachen.  After several months 

of contacting different organizations one 

finally came through. Helen Keller In-

ternational (HKI), a non-profit that pro-

vides expertise, training and technical 

assistance to establish nutrition and eye 

health programs in developing coun-

tries, gave us a referral to an ophthal-

mologist who had received training from 

HKI. 
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NEW WORLD (CONTINUED FROM FRONT) 

Rachen with  Dr. Tam Mai Dang at the Eye Hospital in  Ho 

Chi Minh City. 

GOODBYE ST. PIERRE FAMILY 

   During the last year, SALT said fare-
well to the St. Pierre family who headed 
the Gentle Nest orphanage and teenage 
pregnancy center in Chiang Mai, Thai-
land.  

   For more than 8 years, the couple 
cared for newborns and toddlers until 
they were adopted, ran a teen pregnan-
cy home, sponsored a teen outreach pro-
gram for missionary kids, and planted 
churches in rural hill tribe villages.  

   Their long-needed furlough has come 
to an end and they are preparing for a 
trip to the Amazon jungle to assess the 
ministry needs there while meeting 
with another missionary family. They 
continue to live by their motto, “If  
you’ve seen the need, you’ve heard the 
call.” 

   Godspeed, Brenda and Scott and  

family. 

UPDATES FROM LIGHT OF HOPE AND MUDZINI KWETU 

To make a tax-deductible contribution to SALT, mail checks to  

41261 Queen Arbor Ct., Mechanicsville, MD 20659,  

or you may make online donations by visiting 

http://www.saltkids.org/donation.htm 

KENYA — Two-year old Mapenzi took her first steps in May amidst a cheering 

crowd of “sisters” at Mudzini Kwetu. Quite a miracle when you consider that as a 

newborn, Mapenzi was found laying in the middle of busy highway after her moth-

er placed her there to be run over. She was rescued by a passerby, and taken to 

Mudzini. In addition to being malnourished, she had ankyloglossia, a restriction of 

the tongue which made it hard for her to swallow, as well as developmental issues.   

   Another baby girl was recently brought by police to Mudzini. The abandoned ba-

by was found in a box on the beach, and is currently doing well. 

BANGLADESH — Light of Hope is adding a new facet to their program for girls. 

In addition to adding Science and Social Science to their curriculum, there will now 

be an emphasis on teaching the older girls trades that will provide them with a 

source of income as adults. The training includes jewelry, rug, and purse making, 

sewing, salon and housekeeping skills.  

  We asked our budding artists at Mudzini Kwetu to draw us pictures that might 

be featured on notecards for SALT. All of them were beautiful, and six were select-

ed to showcase on notecards. A package featuring all six designs can be purchased 

for $10. The images can be viewed online at www.saltkids.org/notecards.htm. To   

order, call 301-373-5705. 

BUY NOTECARDS DESIGNED BY LITTLE HANDS FROM KENYA 

 ñWhen I heard about Rachen I 

could really relate,ò said donor 

Myrla Randall. ñI just knew God 

was asking me to help her.ò 
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